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Our goal is to make disciples through faithful, Christian families!
As Disciples, we are PURPOSEFUL and INTENTIONAL in our actions...

2008-2009 “BIG IDEA” OVERVIEW

What’s the “BIG IDEA?”

During the 2008-2009 year, FFC will explore what it means to be a Christian disciple. Across all
levels of the church from worship to Christian education to events and programs, we’'ll explore a
different discipleship theme each month. We encourage all FFC groups and organizations that
meet to incorporate this theme into devotions, prayers, and reflections. Our hope is that we have a
better understanding of what it means to be a disciple by year’s end and that each of us continues
faith discussion beyond Sunday morning with other FFC friends and family.

This fall our themes will be:

Disciples KNOW each other

As disciples, we actively try to know each other.

Disciples WORSHIP together

As Christ’s disciples, we participate in worship to honor & celebrate God.

Disciples CARE for neighbors

We model discipleship by caring for all of God’s people.

&, See inside this newsletter for lots of “BIG IDEA” )5
%1 happenings at FFC in September!! N

Feature Articles

For the Record 2 Mission Notes 3 Social Groups 6 [J Calendar 7
News Around the Church | 3-4 | Christian Education 4-5 Q@ Thank You & Short Notes | 6 Glimpse of Grace 8




For The Record

Birth:
Keona Lin Markovich
Daughter of
|, Nikki & Kevin Markovich
Granddaughter of
Debbie & Rick Steenrod
Born August 11, 2008

q‘he Church Triumphant:

Weddings:

Alisha Bailey & Matt Schoedel
were married on July 26, 2008.

& 8 8
Marti Barclay & Jim Dallmeyer

were married on August 9, 2008.

{

~

% Our condolences to Alice Ferdinand as she mourns her son, Timm,
who completed this part of Life.

@ Maurice Hellman completed this part of Life on July 25, 2008.
@ Margaret Norris completed this part of Life on August 12, 2008.

@ Our condolences to Linda & Wilson Washkuhn as they mourn
Linda’s father, Harold Bruninga, who completed this part of Life.

@ Our condolences to Jane & Dick Williams as they mourn Jane’s
mother, Martha Vogan, who completed this part of Life.

Please keep their family and friends in your prayers.
lessed in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints. Psalm 116:15J

'/

News Around The Church

&M usic Notes

The Chancel Choir will start rehearsal Thursday,
September 4th at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, and
sing on Sunday the 7th. New members are always wel-

The Handbell Choir will start rehearsal on Tues-
day, September 16th from 7:00-8:30 p.m. If you have

The Kids’ Kingdom Choir will start rehearsal on
Sunday, September 7t at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

come. If interested, you can call the chancel choir di-
rector, Wayne Macomber, or the church at 685-5258,
or signup at the front desk.

any questions, please call the handbell choir director,
Richard Tomic.

Calling all preschoolers through 4th graders to join us
for a new year. We're looking forward to a great year!

Kickoff Sunday / Ice Cream Social Is Sunday, September 7th \?@f W

Come to the Fellowship Hall after worship on Septem-
ber 7t and help us celebrate the beginning of a new
program year. There will be ice cream and toppings for year.

everyone. Truly this is a day for celebrat- ?1 J,@\ ‘f’% j/j j’
ing all that God has planned for FFC this %%g \Q/ KW

& o>

Ice Cream Social

Join us on Sunday, September 28t after worship for two great ways to “know each other.”

The “GREAT BANQUET” during Fellowship Hour

FFC’s MINI DIABETES WALK

Sunday School children and Shepherds invite
the congregation to their version of a “great ban-
quet” (see Luke 14:15-24) as they host Fellow-

ship Hour.

The congregation is also invited to join the children for a mini
diabetes walk following worship from the Sanctuary to Fel-
lowship Hour upstairs where everyone will join in the “Great
Banquet” the kids will have prepared.

DOLLARS Financial Report - Operating Fund as of July 31, 2008

Month-To-Date, July 2008

Year-To-Date, July 2008 2008 Budget

NSENSE
Receipts
Disbursements
Net Total

$ 73,610* $ 502,289* * $731,000
$ 52,731 389,403 $731,000
$ 20,879 $ 112,886 $ 0

*Includes the annual $25,000 Endowment transfer to Operating
**Includes $158,801 of pre-paid pledges, 2007 carryover, and the annual Endowment transfer.



Roger and Friends Helping Others

A crew from First Federated Church helped coordinator, relief efforts in Henderson and Mercer counties along the
Roger Dornaus, load up a truck of “clean up” buckets to Mississippi River. Flood damage in lllinois and lowa to-
be used in flood disaster relief areas. Roger was called by taled into the billions of dollars.

the Presbytery of Great Rivers to help coordinate flood

Another School Year Begins

Parents line up to register their children for our re- components: Mother’s Day Out (for children 15 months -
nowned preschool programs. For nearly 50 years FFC 3 years of age), Bo Peep (3 - 4 years), Jack and Jill (4 -5
has enjoyed the finest preschool program in the Greater years), and Lunch Bunch limited extended care. The pre-
Peoria area. Hundreds of families have benefited from school is directed by Debbie Allen.

the experience and many have found their way into ac-
tive church membership. The current program has four

Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least,

M lss l O n N Otes you have done it unto me. Jesus, in Matthew 25:40

Back-to-School Trewyn Pancake Breakfast: Friday, September 5th

Help us kick off the new school year! All students are set up (6:00-8:00 a.m.), serve
invited!! Please call church coordinator, Jim Stowell, if (7:30-9:00 a.m.) and/or clean up
you want to join in on the fun by volunteering to help (8:30-10:00 a.m.).

It’s Time For The '08-'09 Reading Buddies Program

We will again be tutoring 2nd graders at Thomas Jeffer- their reading skills. If we have enough volunteers, Tho-
son Primary School beginning the week of September mas Jefferson would like to add the 4t grade. If you are
22nd_ A program review and signup meeting will be held interested in learning more about this fun and rewarding
on Wednesday, September 3 from 12:00-1:00 in the program, please sign up at the front desk to come to the
Commons. We need at least 35 volunteers who are able meeting on the 3. A light lunch will be provided. For

to volunteer 1 hour per week helping students improve more information, contact Anne Heppner.

Thomas Jefferson, Our Adopt-A-School Partner, Needs Our Help In Collecting Box Tops

There is a collection box for the Box-Tops for Education is to collect 3000 labels which will provide T.J. with
on a table right inside the church’s front door. Our goal tttﬂfﬂ“ $300 for their reading and extra curricular programs.

Have Any Ideas For The Christmas Offering Catalogue?

The Mission Committee is looking for organizations and put forward, please have them write a two paragraph re-
ideas to support through this year’s Christmas Offering quest and forward it to Marylee Bales (e-mail: mrylbls@aol.
Catalogue. If you have an organization you would like to com).

FFC Hosts 3-Day Workshop For Thomas Jefferson and District 150

~~ tion of behind the scenes volunteers who
% served as hosts. Asst. Superintendent Cindy

B Fischer asked Pastor Krummel to extend her

" thanks to the members of FFC who graciously
: opened their facilities to the teachers and staff
Stone led the coordination efforts on the = of Thomas Jefferson elementary school. “The
church’s part. She is the first to acknowl- : =d church’s staff was so helpful and everyone
edge that the success of her efforts is due to the dedlca- was so friendly. We are deeply appreciative,” Fischer said.

As part of FFC’s partnership with Thomas
Jefferson and District 150 the teachers g8
of the school met in the Commons for an | ‘&
intensive three-day workshop in educa-
tion and leadership development. Sally




Kids’ Kingdom News

Bible Story:

Kids’ Mission: JDRF

This Month In Kids’ Kingdom Sunday School

We’ll look at the Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24)
as the children prepare to host their own “great banquet.”

Our children’s offering will support Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation during the month of September. After worship on
September 28th, we’ll have a mini Diabetes Walk in honor of
our own Mark VandeWiIele. Children will lead the congregation
on a walk out of the Sanctuary and up to Fellowship Hour.

Celebration Sunday is September 28th
During Sunday school, children will spend the morning getting to
know their shepherds better as they prepare a “great banquet” ¢ Small time commitment—Teach ONE
Fellowship Hour for the rest of the congregation.

Bible Dedication is
September 14th!

All preschoolers and
3rd graders will receive
Bibles during worship.

We need YOU to
V&7 teach Sunday School!

Useor/;obbyintemst to teach the Bible...

o All talents & abilities—cooking, com-
puters, art, storytelling, science, pho-
tography, woodworking, etc.

lesson plan for 4 weeks in a row.

NEEDED: DIGITAL VIDEO CAMERA

For taping live-action Biblical dramas in Sunday
school. Please contact Kim Snarr if you have a
video cam we can have OR borrow for a month at a time.

¢ We Provide—Lesson plan with basic
“script,” a 1-day Bible study for depth &
shepherd helper for assistance.

¢ Requirements—Caring and Christ-
centered! ©

¢ Contact—Kim Snarr at 685-5258 or
ksnarr@ffcpeoria.com for more info.

Youth Ministry News (5th- 12th Grades)

“It is my desire for each of our chil-
dren to know and to feel that they
are a child of God. It is my hope that
their relationship with the church is
one of love, acceptance, responsibil-
ity, hope, challenge, forgiveness and
grace. It is my desire to foster a
community of faith for our children
so when they are faced with the
tough issues of life, they respond out
of a knowing that they are a child of
God.”

— Amy O'Brien,
Director of Youth Ministries

<T><Confirmation (7th- 8th Grades)
Meets on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.— Start in worship, exit
after Time w/the Growing Church, gather on the 3 floor

This class is offered to our 7t & 8th graders as a way to discuss and
develop their faith. It is our hope to prepare our young people to
claim the Christian faith for themselves. Laura Kowalske and Amy
O’Brien serve as shepherds for this class. We are excited to have
“guest teachers” provide the content for the class: Carol Sleeth, Sue
Krummel, Daren Hofmann, Frosty Krummel, Donna Haerr, Sally
Stone, Beth Khazzam, Al Hedemann, Flo Banwart, Jack Kock, Barb
Meyn, & Ken Selburg. This should be a wonderful year!

**%* Correction Notice — Confirmation BBQ ***

Due to the wonderful response, we have outgrown the

be held in the Commons at the church at 5:00 p.m.
Drinks, main dish, and table service will be provided.
Please bring a dish to share.




P.R.I.LM.E.T.I.M.E. Hour (5t-12t Grades): Meets on Sundays at 9:00-10:00 a.m. - 3+ Floor

This fall we are offering a supervised, social hour on the rest of the family. This will give the youth a much
the 3rd floor for 5th-12th graders during the 9 o’clock needed social hour before sitting down for worship and
hour, which will include a variety of other activities for class.

Senior High News (9th - 1 2th Graders)

Sunday Mornings Sunday Nights
Kim McCormick, Todd Snarr, and Joe e Sept. 7: 5-7 p.m. “Calling All 9th- 12th graders!” Whether you are

Terry serve as our morning Sr. High team.
Every Sunday, our Sr. Highs are invited to
gather in the balcony at the beginning of
worship. Half of the Sundays, they will
stay in worship with Kim McCormick. Half
of the Sundays they will exit after the
“Time With The Growing Church” and
gather for a teen discussion on the 3
floor led by Todd Snarr or Joe Terry.

e Sept. 7:  “Kick-off! Cook-off!” with
Joe, Todd, & Kim

returning to Sr. Highs, coming in as a new 9t grader, joining as a
friend of an existing member, or checking us out for the first time...
there is no time like the present to start your year with FFC Sr. High
Youth Fellowship. We have a wonderful year planned and we want
you to be a part! Join us and bring $3 for dinner.

Sept. 14: 9 a.m. Usher and sound system training. No Youth
Group in the Evening

Sept. 21: 5-7 p.m. Come and make your mark on the Youth Room.
We will paint a square on the wall, claim 1 way we will each serve
our youth group, and connect to KIVA. Come and find out what it's
all about.

o Sept. 14: Worship (usher &sound e Sept. 28: 5-7 p.m. Mission Trip meeting, dinner, & just socializing.

system training with Kim)
e Sept. 21: Sunday School with Todd
e Sept. 28: Worship with Kim

As with most Sr. High events, RSVP’s are not required but appreci-
ated. If you know your plans for the events, drop Amy a quick line
aobrien@ffcpeoria.com. Thanks so much!

Adult Christian Education

Christianity 101 (Submitted by Rev. Daren Hofmann)

Building a foundation. First Federated Church is
building a foundation of faith through Christian Educa-
tion. In Matthew chapter 16, Peter confesses that Je-
sus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” and Je-
sus told him, “You are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church.” Adult Education strives to build a
foundation of rock so that Christ’s church might be
grown through First Federated Church.

To build a strong foundation we are offering many ex-
citing classes including one beginning this month: Chris-
tianity 101. This class is a course on basic Christian be-

liefs about Jesus, the Bible, prayer, and the Church.
Each class begins by watching a short video and then
moving into a time of discussion. Rev. Forrest “Frosty”
Krummel will lead this 6- week class beginning on Sun-
day, September 14th at 9:00 a.m. The class will meet in
the fireplace room on the 2 floor.

Pick up an Adult Christian Education pamphlet to
see all the other classes and workshops that will be
offered this year and then register for those you will
participate in. With God’s help and your participation,
we can build a solid foundation of faith at FFC.

Bible Study Series (led by Ralph Schoen at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday - 1st Floor Lounge)

Starting September 7 and continuing through

November 30: The New Testament Community B]BLE
The lessons in this study session challenge usto 4.,

look at ourselves as a community of believers. We con-

sider the beginnings of a community, as well as the work

and ministry of the community. The lessons cover Bible

passages from the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles.

The Adult Bible Studies is a great way to learn
more about the Bible, its applications in today's world,
and impacts on our personal lives. Each session is a
stand-alone class, so you can attend any, or all ses-
sions.



Social Groups

Mark Your Calendars For The KICKOFF Party Of FFC’'s New M.O.S.A.l.C. Group
(Mothers of School-aged and Infant Children)

When: Tuesday, September 23 at 6:30 p.m. other moms of FFC and to offer input as to the
Where: Jennifer VandeWiele's home (1731 Geneva, Peoria) format and future of this exciting new group!
R.S.V.P: Jennifer, vandewiele97@comcast.net, Fun Stuff: Bead Retreat will be offering jewelry-making

by September 9 ”Ope 0 sge lessons during the evening. Plus lots of snacks,
Why:  To gather for fellowship, fun, and support with Jou therey beverages and desserts will be available!

Mothers’ Club meets on Wednesday, September 24t at 12:30 p.m.

Please join us for our first meeting of our This intergenerational group of women invites any
81styear at 12:30 p.m. on September 24t interested women to join us for the fellowship, friend-
iy in the Commons. The program, “Tea and ship and faith, upon which the club was founded. You
Tai Chi,” will be presented by Hang Ji. don’t have to be a mother to join Mothers’ Club.

Our Name Has Changed: “Kupples Klub” Is Now “Sunday Supper Club”

Kupples Klub (now Sunday Supper Club) was origi-
nally started as a fellowship for couples of FFC. Qur & -
membership now is comprised of and open to both \‘\

couples & singles. Most of the members are over 50.

Our yearly dues are $12 per person. Members receive

a booklet containing the membership list and pro-

- grams. To join “Sunday Supper Club,” please send a
check (payable to Sue Parks) to First Federated Church

Starting in October, we meet the first Sunday eve- (3601 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria, 61604) as soon as possi-
ning of each month at 5:30 here at the church, with ble so that your name can be included in the booklet.
two exceptions: we do not meet in January, and for Please come join us for evenings of fun, entertainment,
May we eat “out” at a chosen restaurant. Each meeting & information! For more information about First Federated’s
at the church is potluck style and members are asked “Sunday Supper Club,” please call Janet & Louie Schoff or
to bring covered dishes to share. Meat is provided. Jim & Betty Christopher.
(II ) W ’ y . .
sesmas-Women's Book Club meets at Apple’s Bakery at 9:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays
' Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah Disgrace by J.M. Coetzee Bee Keeper Apprentice by Laurie R. King

September 27t October 25t December 6th

Thank You Note Short Notes

; _% BACK-to-SCHOO\L BAGELS

“Heartfelt Thanks” T =% Monday, September 15 - Friday, September 19

from Craig, Mindi and Sheena ' 9:00 a.m. in the Commons at FFC
Samu c[s o;l Mait McCa rrc[[ o We need FFC members to help welcome our preschool fami-

t[ h lies back-to-school. Show your hospitality by greeting parents
and Laura & Nate Ahearn... after they drop their children off at their classroom. Meet in

...for all the prayers, calls, meals, help the Commons for a little social time.
with the luncheon following the funeral, Call Kim Snarr at 685-5258 with questions on how you can help.
cardst,) and alg t?? ot(;re:7 wlaysd sg m_any FFg e . .
members and friends helped during suc RN R
a difficult time. We are grgteful forgall the 9&0&0 Fall F €3£ .. F '-"ll‘? Tr w
¢, support we have received during this past ) Sunday, Octobel’ 19
“Children, youth, parents, grandparents, couples, singles,

widows, widowers, children of God: COME ONE, COME ALL!”
See bulletins and October Life Together for the details.
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Preschool Starts www m_%@__w_,_\w_m Study Pancake Breakfast at
: urch Mice . i i T Middle School
4:30 Missions 10:00 Yoga 4:00 §MM“__“_M Coordinator rewyn Middle Schoo
. 12:00 Reading Buddi
5:15 TOPS 00 Reading Buddies 7:00 Choir
Kickoff Sunday
lce Cream Social % Q H Q H H H N H .W
9:00 P.R.I.M.E. T.I.M.E. Hour m%w %ﬁ@ Bible Study 10:00-5:00 Lifelink Scrap-
10:00 Worship, Sunday School :00Yoga - i
. 10:00 Archives Committee | 6:30 Lifelink booking Workshop
5:15 ._.owm. . 7:00 Mother's Day Out 7:00 Executive Board
5:00 Sr. High Youth Group 7:00 Building & Grounds | 7:00 Finance Orientation 7:00 Choir
Bible Dedlication
14 “swey | 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 P.R..LM.E. T..M.E. Hour |Mother’s Day Out Starts 8:00 Old Buddies at 8:00 Clergy Bible Study

10:00 Worship, Sunday School
11:15 Mombasa Task Force

9:00 Back-to-School Bagels

Bob Evans-Allen Rd.
9:00 Back-to-School Bagels

9:00 Back-to-School Bagels
10:00 Yoga

9:00 Back-to-School Bagels

9:00 Back-to-School Bagels

5:15TOPS 5:30 Wedding Rehearsal ~ |5:00 Wedding
7:00 Ompheus 7:00 Handbells 7:00 Deacons 7:00 Choir

9:00 P.R.I.M.E. T.LM.E. Hour 8:00 Clergy Bible Study 9:00 Women’s Book Club

10:00 Worship, Sunday School 10:00 Yoga at Apple’s Bakery

12:30 Mothers’ Club .

5:15TOPS ) 3:00 Wedding

5:00 Sr. High Youth Group 7:00 Orpheus 7:00 Handbells 7:00 Choir 5:00 Wedding Rehearsal

Celebration
28 sy | 29 30

9:00 P.R.I.M.E. T.I.M.E. Hour
10:00 Worship, Sunday School
“Great Banquet” Fellowship Hour
FFC’s Mini Diabetes Walk

5:00 Sr. High Youth Group

5:15 TOPS
7:00 Orpheus

7:00 Handbells
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GLIMPSE @GF GRACE. . . by Frosty

Over the last few weeks | have
been thinking a lot about the old
movie “Bruce Almighty.” In it there are
several Job-like scenes where Bruce,
the Jim Carey character, stands face
to face with God, played by Morgan
Freeman. In one of the
exchanges God says to

too much time looking
up. All the things you've
been doing with the
power | gave you -
they’re not miracles -

We will not pre-
“Bruce,” “Your problem, tend to have all of
Bruce, is that you spend the answers. Nor
will we encourage
you to check your
minds at the door.

Jesus called disciples to walk with
him. By spending time with Him they
learned what the prophets really
meant when they challenged people
to love, kindness and mercy and to
walk humbly before God. He showed
them that love is not an emo-
tion or a feeling but an action.
He didn’t really say anything
new—"Do not think that |
have come to abolish the law
and the prophets”—but he
showed them what life in the
Kingdom of God looks like.

At a recent leadership con-

just magic tricks. A single mother,
working two jobs and keeping her kids
in school and off drugs - now that's a
miracle! Stop looking up all the time,”
continues God, “and stop looking to
me all the time. Look at yourself - you
be the miracle!”

One of the prayers that we fre-
quently use during communion sum-
marizes the story of the Christian
faith. “You have told us your purpose
in commandments to Moses, and
called for justice in the cry of the
prophets.” The problem is that we hu-
mans just didn’t “get it.” So God de-
cided to try a different route. “At the
right time,” Paul wrote in one of his
letters, God decided to become “one
with us”—Immanuel.

ference attended by our pastors and
two program staff members a speaker
challenged each of us to live up to our
calling as a disciple. Like the movie
“Bruce Almighty” he said when Jesus
called the disciples to be the Body
that he didn’t have a plan “B” in mind.

In one of their songs the musical
group Casting Crowns asks a tantaliz-
ing question. “If we are the body, Why
aren't His arms reaching? Why aren't
His hands healing? Why aren't His
words teaching? And if we are the
body Why aren't His feet going? Why
is His love not showing them there is
a way? There is a way.”

When my youngest daughter was
in Africa, a street child of about 6
asked her if she was a Christian. She

told him that she was and asked if he
was. He used to be he said, but he
gave it up. Puzzled she asked why he
gave it up. His reply startled her. “If
God is love, as the Christians tell us,
then how come | hurt so much.”

In an interview rock singer Bono
called the suffering that this child ex-
periences “stupid suffering.” In other
words, it is suffering caused by hu-
manity’s cruelty and totally avoidable.
One need look no farther than the
suffering caused by the recent Myan-
mar hurricanes to see an example of
stupid suffering as a threatened gov-
ernment kept aid workers at bay while
its citizens died.

Jesus invited people to walk with
him. In this simple act the early disci-
ples learned what it meant to be a
community. They in turn taught others
and people learned what it meant to
be a disciple of Jesus by living with
people who practiced what they
preached. During the coming program
year the staff of FFC is going to focus
on what we are calling “The Big Idea.”
This Big Idea will examine what it
means to be a disciple. We will not
pretend to have all of the answers.
Nor will we encourage you to check
your minds at the door. What we will
do, though, is challenge you to “be the
miracle” embodying God'’s love.
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