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Lent Begins March 1st

¢ In March we begin the Church season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 pm on

March 1st in the church sanctuary.

o There will be an imposition of ashes for those who wish to receive them and we will celebrate the

sacrament of communion.

e There will also be a series of Wednesday evening worship services at 6:30 pm with the sacrament

of communion every week until Holy week.

o Worship with us at least once a week as we prepare to celebrate the very heart of the Christian

faith - Easter.

Young Families Group
Host

Board Game Night

« Friday, March 10th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm, Great Hall
« Bring a finger food to pass.

« Bring your favorite game.

« Bring your favorite beverage.

« RSVP to Zach at zlysdahl@ffcpeoria.com by
Wednesday, March 8th.

S N L

Saturday Night Live
Group

« Saturday, March 18th, 6:00 pm
« Bernardi's Restaurant in Washington

» Contact the church at 309-685-5258 to
make your reservation.

« Are you interested in playing softball on
our FFC team?

« Co-ed, Slow-pitch, Sunday Evening
League.

« Beginning in May and running through
early August.

« We play at Northminster Presbyterian
Church.

« Contact Contact the church at 309-685-
5258 for more information.

Saturday, June 17th, 6:30 pm

Jason Gray Post-Game Concert

St. Louis Cardinals Fredbird Appearance
Post-Game Fireworks

$8.00 Tickets

Reserve your seats by May 14th

Sign-up sheet at reception desk
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is published monthly by:

FIRST FEDERATED CHURCH
3601 N Sheridan Road
Peoria, lllinois 61604

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Email your article to the church
by the 15th of the month
to be included in the following
Month's newsletter.

CONTACT US
Main Church: 309-685-5258
Email: info@ffcpeoria.com
Fax: 309-685-5451

OFFICE HOURS
8:30 am — 4:30 pm
Monday - Friday

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:00 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
ffcpeoria.com
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Rev. Dr. Forrest 'Frosty' Krummel, Jr.

Glimpse Of Grace ®309-685-5258, X-11 YO fkrummel@ffcpeoria.com

"Go fly a kite! " doomed to failure. This is also true of the plans we
have for God. To paraphrase Thomas Aquinas: we
It's not a bad idea. It may even  propose and God disposes. Sometimes we feel
good theology. sidetracked in life as our plans fall apart. Sometimes

, ‘ e
As a boy | loved to make the old- we feel that God is remote from the day-to-day

fashioned diamond-shaped kites decisions of our lives. But nothing could be farther

. . from the truth. God speaks to us in the events and
with long tails made out of . , , . .
: , circumstances of life as well in the still small voice of
discarded rags tied together. | _
: . the soul. Somehow--often in ways that we cannot
remember my dad helping me launch my kite toward , _ . ,

o , understand--God is at work in our lives, tugging at us
heaven, and seeing it float gently upward, becoming _ _ _

: _ with the same gentleness that a wind tugs at a kite. All

smaller and smaller as the string gently tugged against , _ _ _
) . . the while, sometimes against our desires, we are
my fingers. As | lay in the quiet dark of my room at _
: . N . brought closer and closer to the promises of the
night | could still feel the wind in my hair and the ,
: Kingdom.
gently pull of the string.

: L Sometime as the March winds blow in the warmth
"The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the _ ,
of Spring, | hope that my grandchildren ask me to fly a
kite with them. I'll do it. And as that kite soars higher

and higher in the sky, | will marvel at the hand of God

sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or
whither it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit. (John 3:8) Flying a kite may be a good

. : . _ in my life.
spiritual exercise because it can remind us of the gently y

tugging and prodding of the Almighty in our lives. So, "Go fly a kite! "

[t has been said that the

plans we have for others are ‘\{,_D @WX%

[ J
Offering DID YOU REQUEST OFFERING ENVELOPES?
E“Ve 0 es « Your requested 2017 offering envelopes are now available in

s — ) the Commons.
— //',
m//,/ — \ « If you wish to request 2017 offering envelopes there is a sign
" o | [
/»M//f/‘/‘,« 8 up sheet on the table with the envelopes.
Fa

—



FFC’'S SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

The 8th annual Souper Bowl Sunday was a great success!

$901.00 was raised for our local Midwest Food Bank to provide
meals for those who are hungry.

We had great food, laughter, and good competition in the soup
judging contest.

Judges Choice:

El & Timm Higus
"Spicy Corn Chowder"

People's Choice Award:
Ron Litterst
"Cheesy Vegetable Soup"

Special thanks to the volunteers who helped set up on Saturday
and who served & cleaned up on Sunday:

Mike & Libby VerKuilen, Hank & Sally Stone, Bridget Mattson,
Kent Kowalske, Cindy Silver, Jim Rosenbaum, Kim Predmore, Paul
Resnick, Janet Vaughn, and Ron Litterst.

Special thanks to our soup judging panel of Ron Silver, Mike
Predmore, and Joyce Smith.
A very special thank you to all of our soup chefs for making such a
delicious variety of homemade soups for us to try.

Avantjs

Ristorante

Our Ongoing FFC Missions

AND Avanti's for donating their bread to our event.

SNACK PACK MINISTRY FOR WHITTIER
PRIMARY SCHOOL

« Snack Pack Assembly, Thursday mornings at 9:00 am

« FFC's Life Together Center, Warehouse (Double doors
at far West end facing parking lot)

SUPPLIES NEEDED

« Single serving packs of oatmeal, cheese & crackers,
ramen, fruit cups, etc.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
« The collection box is across from the reception desk.

» The Box Tops are delivered to Thomas Jefferson
School.

« Inthe last year we have donated $643 in Box Tops!

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE FOOD PANTRY

» Canned goods and personal care items are always
needed; see the list by the North door.

« Collections bins are by the North door of the church
& in the Narthex.

THE CENTER FOR THE PREVENTION OF ABUSE

o Personal care items, snack items, etc. Please see the
list by the North door.

« Collections bins are by the North door of the church
& in the Narthex.

FFC Missions

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Our build at 4100 N Prospect (across from
Kaydee Kats Restaurant) is for a young
woman named Kenya Beck. Kenya is a
single mother of one who has already put
many service hours in at the ReStore.

Kena & son

LATEST UPDATE:

In three or four weeks, we will be asked to come
back for priming and painting. | know there are
a lot of you out there that enjoy this part of the
process best. | don't have an exact date yet, but
we have been asked to come two Saturdays in a
row sometime between March 18th and April
8th. If anyone is interested in helping with the
painting, please let me know. The more help,
the better! Come on over and see the house
sometime. It's going to be very nice when it's
done.

Mike

Interested in volunteering? There is a sign-up sheet across from
the reception desk or you may call (309-685-5258) or email
(info@ffcpeoria.com) and you will be put in touch with Mike.
All of Mike's updates are also posted on the 1stNews.

Pastoral Care ~ Prayer Ministry

PRAYERS,
PASTORAL CALLS,
HOSPITAL VISITS OR
HOME COMMUNION

Give the office a call at 685-5258

If you or others you know are in need of pastoral care
or support, please contact the church office.

If you are admitted to an area hospital don't forget to mention to
admitting that you are with First Federated Church.

Communion served at your home? Please call the church and we
will arrange for either Rev. Krummel, Rev. Lysdahl or Rev. Barch
to come to your home.

Volunteering Time and T alent

SIGN-UP FOR SUNDAY
VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

Would you consider serving?
Greeters, Ushers, Fellowship Hour Host
Or Fellowship Hour Sponsor
Questions? Call the church office at
309-685-5258.

Use this QR code with your smart phone! All are welcome.
At the website simply scroll down the list of dates, sign up for 1 or
many, we love having your involvement!



Interested in Membership

. Our Next New Member Sunday is Sunday, March 19th
Intere n | S
« We will formally welcome new members into the life of our
. | church on this Sunday during both worship services.
el I l erShlp?m « If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
: by | member of First Federated Church, please contact Rev. Zach
Maybe NOW is the time! Lysdahl at zlysdahl@ffcpeoria.com or 309-685-5258, X12.
Our Church Family
MATTER OF RECORD Do you have a birth, wedding or bereavement you would like to
COMPLETED THIS PART OF LIFE share with your church family?
% February 12th, Patrick Phillips, brother of Trish Fordyce Please contact the church office at 309-685-5258 or info@ffcpeoria.com.

< February 14th, Merwyn French, father of Allison Montgomery

Church Fellowship Groups

FFC SOFTBALL
Are you interested in playing softball on our FFC team? If so, then please contact Paul Resnick through the
church office at 309-685-5258. We are a co-ed, slow pitch softball team in our fifth season, playing in a
church league at Northminster Presbyterian Church on North Knoxville. We plan on playing on Sunday

nights with the league starting in May and running through early August. Our softball team is a great way
for some good fellowship. We hope you can join us!

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE

. Saturday Night Live is primarily a social group that meets roughly once a month for dinner (at restaurants or members' homes) and
% is made up of those over 50. If you're interested and would like more information, contact Judy Thompson at skjt@mtco.com.
) Event: Saturday, March 18, 6:00 PM at Bernardi's Restaurant, 2137 Washington Rd. Washington, Il.

For reservation contact, Judy Thompson through the church office at 309-685-5258.
YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Adults between the ages of 25 and 45, single, married, or with a family. This group gathers monthly to enjoy great
5 community events and engage in mission opportunities. All are welcome and have a place in helping us create this
sd¥  community. Contact the church.
v ) Event: Board Game Night. Friday, March 10th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm in the Great Hall. Bring your favorite game, a finger food
' to pass and your beverage of choice. Please RSVP to Zach Lysdahl zlysdahl@ffcpoeria.com by March 8th.
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE GROUP
This group is open to ALL ages who have enthusiasm for the outdoors. Our goal is to have fun, make new friends, strengthen
bonds with old ones, and enjoy God's creation through recreation. Join us anytime and bring a friend!
KNITTING / CROCHETING MINISTRY
The group will next meet on Tuesday, April 4th, at 9:00 am in the Memorial Lounge. If you are interested or have questions,
please contact Alice Racine at 309-397-3672.
OLD BUDDIES BREAKFAST
The next gathering of the “Old Buddies,” a men's fellowship group that meets for breakfast and fellowship, will be
Tuesday, March 21st, 8:30 am Lutheran Hillside Village, private dining room.
FFC WOMEN’'S CLUB
The Women's Club will meet Wednesday, March 22nd, at 12 noon in the Commons. Program: Central lllinois Elin
Landmarks Foundation. All ladies of the congregation are welcome. Please contact club president Becky Hilderbrand
Clifton through the church office at 309-685-5258. i
Matchmaker
THE FFC BOOK CLUB e

The Book Club meets Saturday, March 25th, at 10:00 am at the North Branch of Peoria Public Library (3007 W.
Grand Parkway, Peoria, lllinois 61615). The book for March is The Matchmaker By Elin Hildebrand.

k




Wednesday, March 1st - Ash Wednesday

1:30 pm Staff Meeting, Memorial Lounge
6:30 pm  Ash Wednesday Worship Service, Sanctvary

Thursday, March 2nd
8:45am  Snack Pack Assembly, Warehouse
9:15 am Independence Village Bible Study, /V Gommunity Room
10:00 am Meditation Group, Memorial Lounge
10:15am  Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study, 24V Private Dining room
6:15 pm Chancel Bells Rehearsal, Sonctvary
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctvary

Friday, March 3rd
4:00 pm  Stronghold, Gather at church
5:00 pm Depart for Stronghold
Saturday, March 5th

Sunday, March 6th
8:00 am Worship, Chapel
10:00 am Worship, Sanctvary
Baptism - Zayden Bryant Quine
11:00 am Fellowship, Commons
No Senior High Youth Group this evening

Monday, March 6th
12:45 pm  The Story Bible Study, Lifetree Room

Tuesday, March 7th

4:30pm Missions Committee Meeting, Zoardroom

Wednesday, March 8th
Preschool Vision / Hearing Screening
1:30 pm  Staff Meeting, Memorial Lounge
5:30 pm LOGOS, Children's Ministry Event, Great Hall
6:30 pm Lenten Vespers Service, Sanctvary

Thursday, March 9th
8:45am  Snack Pack Assembly, Warehouse
9:15 am Independence Village Bible Study, // Community Room
10:00 am  Meditation Group, Memorial Lounge
10:15am Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study, 24V Private Dining room
6:15pm  Chancel Bells Rehearsal, Sanctvary
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctvary

Friday, March 10th
6:00 pm  Young Families Event - Board Game Night, Great Hall

Saturday, March 11th

Sunday, March 12th - Spring Forward
Daylight Saving Time starts
8:00 am  Worship, (hape/
10:00 am Worship, Sanctvary
11:00 am Fellowship, (ommons
11:15 am New Member Brunch, ride’s Lounge
5:30 pm  Senior High Youth Group, Senior High Room

Monday, March 13th
12:45 pm The Story Bible Study, Lifetree Room
6:00 pm Building & Grounds Committee Meeting, Soardroom
Tuesday, March 14th

Wednesday, March 15th

1:30 pm  Staff Meeting, #Memorial Lounge

5:30 pm LOGOS, Children's Ministry Event, Great Hall
6:30 pm Lenten Vespers Service, Sonctvary

7:15 pm FFC Board of Deacon's Meeting, 7rinity Room
7:15 pm FFC Executive Board Meeting, Soardroom

March 2017

Thursday, March 16th

8:45am  Snack Pack Assembly, Warehouse
9:15 am Independence Village Bible Study, // Community Room
10:00 am Meditation Group, Memorial Lounge
10:15am Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study, 24V Private Dining room
6:15 pm Chancel Bells Rehearsal, Sonctvary
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctvary

Friday, March 17th
Saturday, March 18th

6:00 pm Saturday Night Live Group (SNL) Bernardi’s Restavrant, Washington

Sunday, March 19th - New Member Sunday

8:00 am Worship, Chape/
10:00 am Worship, Sonctvary
11:00 am Fellowship, (ommons
5:30 pm  Senior High Youth Group, Senior High Room

Monday, March 20th
Tuesday, March 21st

Preschool Vision [ Hearing Screening

8:30 am Old Buddies Breakfast, Lutheran Hillside Village, Private Dining room

Wednesday, March 22nd
12:00 pm  FFC Women's Club, (ommons

1:30 pm  Staff Meeting, #Memorial Lounge
6:30 pm Lenten Vespers Service, Sonctvary

Thursday, March 23rd
Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences
8:45am  Snack Pack Assembly, Warehouse
9:15 am Independence Village Bible Study, // Community Room
10:00 am Meditation Group, Memorial Lounge
10:15am Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study, L4V Private Dining room
6:15pm  Chancel Bells Rehearsal, Sanctvary
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctvary

Friday, March 24th
Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences
Saturday, March 25th
10:00 am The FFC Book Club, Peoria Public Library, North Branch
Sun Mar 26, 2017

8:00 am  Worship, Chape/
10:00 am Worship, Sonctvary
Baptism - Jameson William DeVault
11:00 am Fellowship, (ommons
5:30 pm Senior High Youth Group, Senior High Room

Monday, March 27th
12:45 pm  "Believe" Bible Study, /iferree

Tue Mar 28, 2017

Wed Mar 29, 2017

12:00 pm  FFC Women's Club, (ommons
1:30 pm  Staff Meeting, Memorial Lounge
6:30 pm Lenten Vespers Service, Sanctvary

Thu Mar 30, 2017

8:45am  Snack Pack Assembly, Warehouse
9:15 am Independence Village Bible Study, // Community Room
10:00 am Meditation Group, Memorial Lounge
10:15am Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study, 24V Private Dining room
6:15pm  Chancel Bells Rehearsal, Sanctvary
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctvary



q ' a..q Kristen D’Alfonso
C hl ldl’en S MlnlS tTy (PreK - 5th Grade) W309-685-5258 Y0 kdalfonso@ffcpeoria.com

COMING UP IN SUNDAY SCHOOL
Kindergarten - 5t Grade

Memory Verse: “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against
someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13, NirV

Basic Truth: | can trust God no matter what.

Life App: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.

Sunday, March 5th: Where’'s My Sheep?
Bible Story: Dude, Where's My Sheep? (Lost Sheep) ® Luke 15:1-7

Bottom Line: God forgives you.

Sunday, March 12th: Dude, Where's My Son?
Bible Story: Dude, Where’s My Son? (Lost Son) e Luke 15:11-24

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be forgiven, even me.

Sunday, March 19th: Where’s Your Brother?
Bible Story: Dude, Where's Your Brother? (Older Brother) o Luke 15:21-32

Bottom Line: When you don't forgive, you miss out.

Sunday, March 26th: Where’s Your Forgiveness?

Bible Story: Dude, Where's Your Forgiveness? (77 Times / Unmerciful Servant)
* Matthew 18:21-35

Bottom Line: Since God forgave you, you should forgive others.

. . Rev. Zach Lysdahl
Iunlor ngh (6th - 8th Grades) W309-685-5258 X-12 B zlysdahl@ffcpeoria.com

JUNIOR HIGH - THIS MONTH IN SUNDAY SCHOOL
This month in Sunday school:
“I'm In”
Have you ever thought something worked one way, only to find it didn‘t?

Like maybe as a kid you thought the bathtub drain was a death trap. Then
you learned it couldn’t actually suck you into the sewer and that was a game

changer.

Or maybe you were sure that the closet should be avoided because monsters

lived there. Then you learned they didn't. That changed your morning routine 2017

for sure. CONFIRMATION
Any time you learn new information, it can turn your world upside down. Mission Retreat
Jesus had a habit of doing just that with the people closest to Him. He often Sunday, April 2nd
did or said things that were the exact opposite of what anyone expected. '

He'd take ideas that everyone agreed with, ideas that everyone would say, « 11:30 am to 4:00 pm

“Of course, that's just the way it is,” and He'd flip them upside down. He
would tell people to do the exact opposite of what they thought.

This was especially true when Jesus talked about how we treat people,

specifically people who like us, people who don’t, and people we don‘t even + Don't forget to wear
notice. your t-shirt!

o Life Together Center,
Garden Room




Rev. Zach Lysdahl

W309-685-5258 X-12 B zlysdahl@ffcpeoria.com

THIS MONTH IN SUNDAY SCHOOL

“1"M IN" continued from February

“Are you in?"” It's a question we all answer over and over again.
Some of Jesus' friends were faced with the same decision of
whether they were “in” or “out.” They had good reasons to
join the Jesus movement, but they also had some pretty
compelling reasons to step out - things like doubt, guilt,
pride, and the fear of what they might miss.
As we get to know these sometimes famous and devoted
followers, we'll talk about the decision they faced, why they
could have walked away, and what led them to say, “I'm in.
Sunday, March 5th:
No Sunday school (Stronghold)
Sunday, March 12th:
“I'mIn”
Sunday, March 19th:
No Sunday school: Stay/help in worship
Sunday, March 26th:
“I'mIn”

"THE STORY", A BIBLE STUDY
o Mondays, through March 13th,12:45 to 2:00 pm
« Lifetree Room at FFC's Life Together Center

"BELIEVE", A BIBLE STUDY
« Beginning Monday, March 27th,12:45 to 2:00 pm
« Lifetree Room at FFC's Life Together Center

MEDITATION GROUP
e Thursdays at 10:00 am, Memorial Lounge

e Questions? Contact Ann Voll through the church office
at 309-685-5258.

i - 126h Grades) Semior Highs

SUNDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP

e Each Sunday evening from 5:30 to 7:30 pm our Senior Highs
will gather to participate in Fun, Food and Fellowship.

o Gather in the Senior High room on the 3rd floor of FFC and we
will see where the evening takes us!

STRONGHOLD SENIOR HIGH RETREAT

Friday, March 3rd

e 4:00 pm Gather at church to check in

e 5:00 pm Depart for Stronghold
Saturday, March 4th

e Enjoy learning, fellowship and fun.
Sunday, March 5th

e 3:45pm Return from Stronghold
(Time apx.)

Adult Christian Education

"OFF CAMPUS" BIBLE STUDIES
e Bring a Bible and an open and inquisitive mind.

e These are open to everyone - not only the residents;
please give us a call if you plan to attend,
309-685-5258.

Independence Village Bible Study
e Meets each Thursday at 9:15 am at Independence
Village.

Lutheran Hillside Village Bible Study

e Meets each Thursday at 10:15 am at Lutheran Hillside
Village in the private dining room.

Director, Kathie Harms &309-685-5258, x.18 Y0 kharms@ffcpeoria.com

\ 1 | g@h OO?

The Preschools at FFC

\ )

4 ,‘\, f First Federated RESCHOOL

of Peoria

Chur(:h REGISTRATION

) HAS BEGUN

FOR THE

MARCH EVENTS 2017 - 2018

March 8th & 21st: SCHOOL YEAR
Kathie Harms

Vision & Hearing Screening.

March 23rd & 24th:
Parent / Teacher Conferences

2016 - 2017 SCHOOL YEAR
Current Programming: Part Day & Full Day options for ages 2 to 5.
FFC Members receive a discount on Preschool tuition.
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ONE GREAT HOUR =

OF SHARING <

The One Great Hour of Sharing,
begun shortly after World War |l O&)
to help meet the mission needs

of a V\f)orld recovering from the s H A r 3 ® ST“P
devastation of the war, today the One Great Hour of Sharing "““GE“
continues to be an interdenominational mission offering that cares CROP WALK

for the least, the last and the lost as Christians around the world

do the work of God's Kingdom. This is FFC's only « Sunday, April 23rd, 6:00 pm, FFC Grounds

"denominational" offering. Unless otherwise indicated, the . Walkis a 5K

. }Ino

<}

proceeds are divided between the United Church of Christ's
support of global mission work through Church World Service and
the Presbyterian Church (USA)'s Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

« Registration 1:15 pm,
Garden Room
. Email Janet Vaughn to register

program. at jeppy419@gmail.com -
The OGHS collection will be received on Sunday, March 26th. or
An envelope is included in this newsletter. use this QR code

to sign up on-line.

Plan NOW to become a part of our LIFE TOGETHER !

First Federated PROGRAM & SUPPORT STAFF
hurch of Peoria Senior Minister

Rev. Dr. Forrest Krummel ... X11........ fkrummel@ffcpeoria.com
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Sunday Nursery Attendants
Kirsten Hanson and Heather Foster

Administrative Manager
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Financial Secretary
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LIFE TOGETHER (USPS 110-900) IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY Buildi dG ds M
FIRST FEDERATED CHURCH, 3601 N SHERIDAN ROAD, PEORIA, IL 61604 uriding and Grounds Ilanager . ,
PERIODICALS—POSTAGE PAID - PEORIA, ILLINOIS EricJudd . .. X32 ... ejudd@ffcpeoria.com
POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO: Secretary

FIRST FEDERATED CHURCH, 3601 N SHERIDAN ROAD, PEORIA IL 61604 CeceliaWalter... X10 .................. cwalter@ffcpeoria.com



