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Exodus 32: Now What?
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Have you ever noticed people do interesting things when leaders are gone or delayed? We have two
sons, Ethan is 11 and Seth is 9. When they were quite a bit younger, I always knew something was up
when it got “too quiet” in the house. Just recently, our family was remembering a morning when I was
upstairs getting ready for the day. It was one of those “a bit too quiet downstairs” moments when I
discovered they had taken out every box of cereal and made their own creative concoction of breakfast
all over the floor, complete with milk and juice...and not a bowl in sight! Mama was upstairs getting
ready and boys were downstairs creating new boundaries for breakfast!

My guess is we can all point to times when we've pushed the envelope when the leader is absent; it isn’t
just a “kid” thing. Whether it’s a parent or a boss or a pastor or a teacher, when the leader is absent or
we think no one’s watching, we run hard yellow lights and we raise our voices more than we would if

we knew someone else was listening in.

Like I'm doing with this rubber band, leaders stretch and challenge us, sometimes even putting us in
positions that are uncomfortable because they know it is what we need to grow or be formed into
someone we're not at that moment. But in the absence of that push and pull of growth, we often
“rebound back” to what’s familiar, what's comfortable and doesn’t require much of us.

Moses has led God’s people out of slavery in Egypt and toward freedom in the Promised Land. It's been
many months since the Red Sea parted and all the Egyptians drowned while the Israelites walked into
safety. In that time, God has been speaking to them through Moses about what He expects of them.
Laying out what matters most in their new life together.

Most of the Israelites who left Egypt had only ever known life as slaves, surrounded by lots of different
religions and practices, and being bossed around by slave masters who don’t care much about their
welfare. They had little or no freedom to worship the God of their ancestors Abraham and Jacob and
Isaac.

Because of that, they’ve received very specific instructions about how they are supposed to live as God’s
chosen and beloved people. Through Moses, they’ve been taught about how to worship God, and how
distinctly this life and worship would represent who God is, what God is like and who they would
become as God’s people bearing witness to the rest of the world.

All these rules and restrictions we read are part of God shaping and forming people who were slaves,
into freed children of God called to worship and love the One who gave them life.

Much of the Old Testament, and especially the books of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers...gives is a
picture of a deeply holy God, who out of His mercy has chosen an unholy people to represent Himself
to the rest of the world.



This is where we find the Israelites. An unholy people called to serve a holy God. Their leader has
been up on Mount Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights. While Moses is hearing and receiving God’s
instructions for their life together, the people have lost their footing and already bounced back from
their repeated commitment in Exodus 24: “We will do everything the LORD has commanded.”

So let’s hear from God’s Word, picking things up in Exodus 32. Read Exodus 32: 1-8, summarize
Moses pleading with God not to wipe all the Israelites out for their worshipping the golden calf, 15-25.

So what went wrong? Why did God’s people who had just promised a few chapters before to “do
everything the LORD commanded” fall so far and fall so quickly? And what might God be telling us
this morning through them?

When the Israelites gathered around Aaron and demanded gods they could see, their focus was on who
they didn’t have in front of them. Over and over again, Moses made it clear it was the mighty hand of
God who brought them out of Egypt and delivered them to safety.

The whole time they were travelling, Moses made sure people wrote down what God had done and
how God had intervened so the people could remember. So they could keep telling the stories of God’s
might and God’s power, of God’s love and God having chosen them.

But the Israelites had become so dependent on the leader they could see, when Moses was out of sight,



