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Getting Back to Normal

Our lives have been stretched to the breaking point these past
16 months. (It seems like sooooo much longer.) But, it looks
like we are moving back into a sense of normalcy. Graduations
have returned. As have weddings and funerals. Vacation plans
are being made, barbecues are occurring, going to restaurants
has returned, corporate travel is being anticipated.

But, we are not there, yet. | am looking forward to when we
can sing in worship, eat and have fellowship time, shake hands
and hug people, and all of the little things that we used to do.

| am especially looking forward to throwing every one of my
masks away!

Except, | am exhausted. This period of time has taken a lot out
of me. Maybe it has taken a lot out of you, too. But, it was our
loving responsibility for one another and for our neighbor to
exercise such measures of precaution. Still, it created a lot of
stress.

My professor, Walter Brueggemann, notes that the Bible tells of
many instances where the community of faith was under stress
or duress — both in the Old Testament and the New Testament.
What he goes on to note is that we are in a circumstance of
stress, too, and that to get through this pandemic, we can
adopt the same practices of our biblical ancestors. We can
summon our faith to see us through by maintaining with
intentional resolve, faithful practices, and disciplines that
belong to our baptism. There is an antidote to despair in the
regular practices of the disciplines of faith. These practices that
fend off despair include at least the items that follow.

1. Intimes like this, people of faith tell sustaining
stories. In ancient Israel they told the big stories of
God’s faithfulness, accounts of deliverance, and
transformation. These are the stories that evoked
the characteristic mantra of wonder in Israel: “For
his steadfast love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1, 2,
3, ff.; also see the “wonderful works" that defy
explanation in Psalm 107:8, 15, 21, 31).

2. In times like these, people of faith sing defiant
songs. Singing constitutes a defiant act that refuses
to permit life to be defined by circumstance. Think
of the Civil Rights marches and the singing of “We
Shall Overcome.” Think of the rallying song of the
Civil War, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Think
of such hymns as, “Love Lifted Me" and “On Eagle’s
Wings."

3. In times like these, people of faith pray without
ceasing. The prayers of Israel are prayers of praise

and thanks, voicing God as having faithful, powerful
agency in the world (see Psalm 77).

4. In times like these, people of faith perform story,
song, and prayer. Acts of worship defy the forces of
destruction and chaos just like a candle defies the
darkness. That does not imply that worship has to
be a public gathering. Rather, it is something you
practice as part of your daily life. Notice how many
times Peter and Paul prayed while in prison (see Acts
5:17-20; Acts 12:5-17; Acts 16:16-40).

5. Intimes like these, people of faith practice
“neighborly obedience.” The prophet Zechariah (7:9
-10) tells us to: “Render true judgments, show
kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress
the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor, and
do not devise evil in your hearts against one
another.” It is the remembrance of covenantal
fidelity to and for one another. Even pandemic
situations do not diminish the urgency of the life of
the neighbor!

Brueggemann notes for us that even in dire circumstances, we
are called to be a faithful people. We refuse despair because
doing so...

...is an act of both remembering and hoping. At the
same time these disciplines refuse denial because they
look circumstance full in the face. For every praise,
there is a lament. For every thanks, there is voiced
need. For every act of neighbor, there is a sense of the
legitimacy of self. By such resolved practices, faithful
people are not overwhelmed by circumstance. They
rather redefine circumstance as a venue for a chance to
live differently by fidelity that yields energy, courage,
and even joy. | am not, dear reader, making this stuff
up; you can see it every day among the faithful!

Amen, Walter. Amen.
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Pastor David Ezekiel

Transitional Minister

Pastor David Ezekiel (
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Raise Our Roof

Over the course of the last year, a lot of things have changed
while we have been isolating to avoid the Covid pandemic. One of
the not so good changes is that our church roof has become a
crisis in need of replacement. It certainly would not be good, once
we all return to our church sanctuary, to find that it is now leaking
on us on Sunday mornings! The leaky roof is also making it
impossible to play our organ as rain has damaged some of the
pipes.

The Raise Our Roof fundraiser campaign was started to raise funds
to pay for a new slate roof over the sanctuary and the older parts
of our church building where the roof needs help, in all about half
of the entire roof. The people listed below have already
contributed to the Raise Our Roof fundraiser: Thank you very much

for your support! We are already 3/4ths of the way to our goal of
$350,000. As our fundraiser continues, if we are blessed enough
to exceed our goal any excess money will be set aside for the day
we need to replace the other half of the slate
roof over the newer wing of the church,
including our classrooms.

If you have not yet made a donation, please
prayerfully consider joining your church friends
and neighbors in making a contribution. You
even have the option of paying your
commitment over 3 years. It takes help from all

of us to Raise Our Roof! ,
s

Ron Silver

Finance Committee Moderator

Contributions In Memory of . . .

Our Contributors

Represents commitments received by 5/28/2021

Thank You




Worship

mind in attending in-person.

From Our Worship Committee

Our Worship Committee meets monthly to oversee our worship The guidelines presented by the committee have been
processes. They work diligently to ensure our both our researched and follow CDC guidelines. Thank you all for your
engagement in the worship service and our safety and peace of continued corporation and support. We pray the soon we can

gather without restrictions.

Worship Attendance Guidelines

Instructions for Attending Worship

If You Are Experiencing Any Of The Following, When Coming To Church For Worship
Please Do Not Come To Worship

Instead, You May Want To Contact
Your Health Care Provider Or A Family Member.

Arrive 15 to 20 minutes before the start of service.

Enter through any available door, please be respectful of

Fever or chills? Cough? distancing, masks are strongly encouraged, but not mandatory.
Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing?
Fatigue? Muscle or body aches? Everyone is asked to sign in on the sheets provided
Headache or Sore throat? New loss of taste or smell? at both entrances to the Sanctuary.

Preaching Schedule

June 6th

June 13th
June 20th
June 27th

July 4th

July 11th
July 18th
July 25th

August 1st
August 8th
August 15th
August 22nd
August 29th

September 6th

Congestion/runny nose? Nausea/vomiting? Diarrhea?

For the summer, | am developing a series of messages about our Biblical Ancestors. They were heroic characters: larger than life,
courageous in the face of death, faith-filled, singularly resolved, wise, and wealthy. Yet, the Bible also tells us how deeply flawed they
were: selfish, scheming, murderers, adulterers, liars. What enshrined their place in God's Hall-of-Fame was that they were willing to be
used by God to achieve heaven's purpose. The Creator accepted who they were, worked with them, and did not give up on them. Just
that alone should strengthen our own faith in that God also accepts us as just as we are. (Do you hear the notes of that old hymn
playing in the background: Just as | Am...)? In seeing them, we see ourselves. By looking into the spiritual DNA of our ancestors, we
will be able to gain glimpses and insights as to who we are. And from each of them, we shall learn of the complexities, contours, and
layers of faith that can shape us into becoming the people God dreams for us to become.

Abraham: Living on Social Insecurity (Genesis 12:1-10; Hebrews 11:8-19)
Rebekah: Keeping the Faith Alive (Genesis 24 — 27)

Jacob: Wrestling with God (Genesis 32:22-31)

Joseph: Detours on the Path to Our Dreams (Genesis 50:1-12)

Moses: The Making of a Nation (Deuteronomy 4)
Samson: What Could Have Been (Judges 16:4-31)

Ruth: Relying on One Another (Ruth 1:1-18)

Samuel: Learning how to Listen to God (1 Samuel 3:1-10)

David: A Man after God's Own Heart (1 Samuel 13:14)
Solomon: Asking for Wisdom (2 Kings 3:5-14)

Elisha: Realities We do not See (2 Kings 6:8-23)

Amos: Hearing the Hard Realities (Amos 5:6ff)

Vashti: The Woman Who Just Said “No!” (Esther 1)

Esther: Living Your Destiny (Esther 4:1-16)




Missions 5

FFC Rummage Sale Is On!

Rummage Sale Dates
1 Friday, August 13th & Saturday, August 14th
1 All proceeds go to benefit the Missions of FFC.

Collection Dates and Times ~ Beginning Friday, June 11th
1 Fridays: 9 am to Noon / Sundays: 8:45 to 9:45 am
1 Central Room Door of Life Together Center

Accepting all household items:

1 Jewelry, Art, Tools, Furniture, Stereos, Toys, Antiques, All kitchen
& small appliances, books, kids clothes, purses, ETC.

1 We will NOT ACCEPT: adult clothes, TV's, computer monitors.

Snack Packs / T.]. Food Pantry

Our committee is packing approximately 160 packs that are delivered to Neighborhood House each week. Whittier is still remote learning
and are not in need of snacks at this time.

Activity in the T.J. Food Pantry is slow at this time as the children are still remote learning. Our neighborhood community may not be
aware that it is available to everyone in our area, not just T.J. families.

Ongoing FFC Missions

Friendship House Food Pantry
1 Canned goods and personal care items are always needed; see the list by the North door.
1 Collection bins are by the Catering Kitchen & in the Narthex.

The Center For The Prevention of Abuse
1 Personal care items, snack items, etc. Please see the list by the North door.
1 Collection baskets are by the North door of the church & in the Narthex.

Music Ministry

Our Worship & Music Ministry

Thank you all for your patience. It looks like we will be moving into unrestricted waters ~ keep up those prayers, we
may be singing in person soon.

Thank you to Marcia Richardson, our pianist, the many members of our Choir, and our wonderful students,

their efforts have made our worship music truly special.

Thanks also to Andy Braun for his technical knowledge that allows us to live-stream our services to everyone via our

YouTube Channel.

Russel Boulton
Director, Worship and Music

( 309-685-5258, x.104 8 rboulton@ffcpeoria.com




