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 Worship is the first church experience we are exposed to whether we are looking for a Church, or we are 
just visiting.  I believe that worship can take place anywhere from a field to a Cathedral;  from a small group to a 
crowd with thousands.  Regardless of location or number of people, church starts with a good worship service.  In 
2016 when we were looking for a church, Frosty’s sermons kept us coming back for more.  

 There is not a Sunday that goes by that I do not hear something in the sermon that I needed to hear, 
whether it’s fuel for the week, challenging my current perspectives, charging me to take action or providing 
comfort.   

 I give so that my family and I have a tangible place to go to worship together, to hear stories that are 
thousands of years old that ground us in tradition.  These ancient stories are brought 
to life in sermons at FFC, and still ring true today. They remind us what it means to 
be human.  

 I give so that hopefully anyone who partakes in any given Sunday will hear 
what they need to hear for both their personal and spiritual growth, find comfort, 
and be challenged or charged.  I give so that you and I can fully live into our humanity 
and divinity.  

                 Jamie Richardson, Vice-Moderator 
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 Christian Education spans the generations at FFC.  

 As a former Sunday school teacher and Theology on Tap participant, I have experienced both the 
teaching and learning side of what our congregation offers.  I feel that our 
ability to learn with and also from each other helps grow our faith.  

 As a Sunday school teacher I was able to work with the youth of the 
congregation and see the excitement that Shoebox Sunday, Empty Tomb 
Sunday, and Kickoff Sunday gave to our youngest members here at FFC. Even 
through the COVID crisis, Ms. Jessica has given our youth activities to look 
forward to like Easter egg hunts, hot dog roasts, Vacation Bible School, and 
LOGOS.   

 Giving to FFC is one of the ways to help ensure even our youngest 
continue to see the bright light FFC offers during a time of uncertainty.  

                 Michelle Johnson, Christian Education chair 



 We have just completed the most successful Rummage Sale that has been held at First Federated 
Church. People might think that this is only a benefit for the missions that we support and the people purchasing 
items. Those that work the sale know that this is not true. The volunteers gain friendship and camaraderie 
throughout the preparation and days of the sale. There is tremendous satisfaction in knowing that we have truly 
helped others.  

 Consider how being a part of something adds to the satisfaction of the work that is done. When we make 
a pledge to First Federated Church, we actively support it. We do not go to church on Sunday, we go to our 
church. We gain much by being a part of the congregation and know that we are helping support the missions and 
activities with our pledges. We may be giving when we make a pledge, but we are also receiving much in return. 

Karen Henderson, Executive Board secretary 

 One of the reasons I give to FFC’s annual stewardship drive is to support the Senior High youth program.  
Every Sunday we all see the youngest kids in the youth program being ministered to in the Sanctuary. Once 
those same kids move through Junior High, we see less of them in the Sanctuary, but they continue with youth 
group every Sunday evening and begin going to Stronghold as they enter high school.   

 Each year at Stronghold is a building block in the spiritual formation of children at FFC.  Even if you 
know kids that have attended, it can be hard to see what impact Stronghold has on them, what it means for them 
to be there and fellowship with their peers.  When graduating seniors minister to younger kids during the 
retreat, that’s when these kids begin to reveal Stronghold’s significance in their lives. 

 It’s meant a lot to them.  Stronghold’s a big deal.  It’s more than the sum of its’ parts.  It’s one of our 
church’s primary opportunities to mentor and guide these kids on their faith journey.  It leaves a mark on them.  
They can sense God with us on those evenings, they can feel the energy, the power of 
good that comes from Christian fellowship in the Lord’s presence.  It’s a great feeling 
for me to be there when that happens, to see the light inside them begin to be seen by 
all.   

 We couldn’t do it without the support of our entire congregation.  Thanks very 
much to each of you for supporting the youth program… whether you have kids in it or 
not, whether you were raised in it or not.  I want you to know that the program truly 
does build disciples.  Stronghold is a place where it all comes together under God’s 
watchful eye. 

                   John Kolmer, 2022 Stewardship Campaign co-chair 
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T H A N K S  T O  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y   

W E  H A V E  R A I S E D  J U S T  O V E R   

$ 6 , 0 0 0  F O R  H A I T I A N  R E L I E F .  
 

This collection will be split evenly between  

our UCC and PCUSA denominations who get the 
funds  

to where they are most needed. 
 

T H A N K  Y O U !  
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3601 N Sheridan Road, Peoria, IL 61604 
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